Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.082; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.3.
In the title molecular salt, C 12 H 18 NO 2 + ÁI À , the C atoms of the ethyl group are disordered over two sets of sites [occupancies of 0.76 (4) and 0.24 (4)]. In the crystal, ion pairs linked by weak C-HÁ Á ÁI interactions occur.
Related literature
The title compound is a key intermediate in the preparation of carboxylates. A wide variety of model metal carboxylic compounds has been prepared with the aim of mimicing the structures and functions of the active sites of metal metalloenzymes, see: Liu et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Refinement
Carbon-bond H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.97 Å for methylene group, C-H = 0.96 Å for methyl group, C-H = 0.93 Å for phenyl group), and were included in the refinement in the riding mode approximation, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for methylene group and phenyl group and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl group. The ethyl group C atoms are disorder over two occupied positions [0.76 (4)/0.24 (4)]. 
